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.Dally News-Miner

The voice of Interior Alaska since 1903

Students attend Nulato stick dance

¢ Toim During the stick dance. the  elimaxed the last ni 'Lorumceremnny what the stick dance was untll T saw it |
& BENIT ip elpa opnlaa'.lcm of Nulato, a vﬂl:pe on the as relatives of the honored dead Friday nighl A'mi really glad I gol to
I A tin a vilixge on the about 300 miles west of Fall;- dressed  certain vluuucrs in new on this trip because now [ know a little
Yukon ll.lw:r was an excitlng, emotion- :bnnks, swelled from 300 clothes, Smaller us for others who about the cullure of the anat.a
packedwporiam Meals, rmandaoupswcm xmepamd  participated in as  Athabascans. | didn't know what
L owas the Nulato Stick greal quantities. A series of potlatches  relutives and fellw, villages and  dancing around the pole meant un‘ul
Dance—.s traditional Athabascan was held in the community hall, There vhﬁum,wma!sdﬁen someone tld me abﬂnt how it all
rrmumlng emmonyuand from March  the dead were euloglzed in mourning For the Fairbanks student- \rin!mrs started and the way lheqy do it for s
30 to April 1, elght F songs the celebration was a chance to learn people thal passed away
jal.ued restls of '\Inlato to celebrate On the mghl of the stick dance, a  more about Athabascan culture, “It
e Vs Brougiht it e halk Anc iedtecn e lorme, IS “m“'i‘“‘&'; e
was nito the hal ed to a ams, Tt was almest unbelieva
HFpose ot I.he stick dance |s 1o
i g.e i 150 the pegal beam. Wolverine and woll pells were  how ev

€ alsotied to the stick.

whopma‘clpalni.n burials.

Tamira Koki‘hm, North Pole;

; Cindy Jones
’esl Valley, and

. They were

to attend by schno! counselors

on t#e basis n(grades and inlamst, ng

tnued all t The next day the stlr_k
was strl] of decorations and fur, 1t
WA Car| around the villape and then
returned to the hall, y it
taken along the riverbank and broken
against a log cabin, The pieces were
thrown down the bank,

Years of preparation for the dance

aryone  cooperated this
mourning celebration. As the otd folks.
58

sang their songs with strong,
volees, [ atood trying u; think of
wrgel.nlng to mourn about,” Willlams

I watched evervone dance and \saw
tears fill thefr eves when they
a death of a
continued. T felt sor J.'nr half of the
penple who nonddn th
the truth, this trip waslhe hest of all the
Native enlahratlms 1can remember, !
Kokrine said, ‘1 really didn't know

elunelof.ham"'slie'




